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Men’s Terms of Competition

1. Rules & Local Rules
All competitions are played under the rules adopted by the Royal and Ancient Golf Club of St. Andrews. Local rules governing play on the course as agreed from time to time by the Competitions and Handicap committee, are shown on the score cards or advised on notice boards.

2. Entrants
Competitions are open to all full playing members, Country members and members aged between 18 years to 40 years whose subscriptions are paid and who hold a valid WHS handicap. (See Note 9 regarding Junior Entrants)

3. Scores
Competitors must ensure they Sign In and pay the entry fee for competitions before they start their round. All cards must be signed either physically or digitally before midnight of the competition day to count towards the results.

4. Marking Cards
A competitor must play with another competitor, or failing this another member who holds a valid WHS handicap.
5. Weekday Members (5 Day)
Week-day members may compete in competitions Monday–Friday, including Veterans Summer Meeting. They are also eligible to play in the Veterans Knock Out.

6. Six Day Members
Six-day members may compete in competitions Monday–Friday and Sunday. They may enter the Mixed and Veterans K/O competitions only.

7. Classes
For Monthly Medals, the classes are divided as follows:
Division 1 Playing Handicap limit 12  
Division 2 Playing Handicap limit 20  
Division 3 Playing Handicap limit 54

8. Disputes
The Competition and Handicap Committee will control all competitions and their decision on any dispute is final.

9. Juniors
(a) A Junior is defined as ‘anyone under the age of 18 on the 1st January.’  
(b) Juniors with a valid WHS handicap may compete and win in Club competitions under the same rules as stated in Note 10 Current Handicaps.  
(c) Juniors with a valid WHS Playing Handicap of 28 or lower who fulfil the Terms and Conditions for winning a Major Competition may compete and win these events.  
(d) Juniors with Playing handicap of 29 and above may still compete in Major competitions but may not win 1st prize.  
(e) Juniors may enter the Club Knock Out competitions if their handicap fulfils the Terms of Competition Criteria.  
(f) Safeguarding: In all qualifying competitions other than Junior competitions, a junior player must be accompanied by an adult. A parent must give oral consent for the person accompanying their son.

10. Current Handicaps
(a) To compete in any Club competition a player must hold a valid WHS handicap.  
(b) Members with a valid WHS handicap may compete and win all Club competitions that are not classed as Major or a Knock Out Competition.  
(c) Club Knock Out Competitions require all players to have a minimum of 20 scores on their WHS record and at least 3 competition rounds in a rolling year to be able enter a knock out competition by the time of the draw.  
(d) Major Competitions (Trophy Competitions) require all players to have a minimum of 20 scores on their WHS record and at least 3 competition rounds in a rolling year on the day of the competition, with only players meeting these criteria eligible to win 1st prize. 
Handicap limit for Major Competitions and Knock Outs is 28.0 Playing Handicap.

Major Competitions are listed below:
Summer Meeting (President’s Prize)  
Spring Bowl  
Sickleholme Bowl  
Ibberson Trophy  
Autumn Bowl  
Hughes Team Trophy  
Charity Cup  
Sharman Cup  
Thompson Bowl  
Medal Finals  
Mid-Week Medal Finals


11. Transportation
Players shall always walk in all competitions unless they hold a valid medical certificate requiring a buggy.

12. General Play Cards
A general play card may be returned for handicap by signing in on the terminal before playing if not eligible for a qualifying competition.

13. Incomplete rounds and no returns
Players entering a competition are expected to complete their round. Cards must still be signed and returned if walking off early.

14. Knock-Out competitions
Players must arrange suitable match dates promptly. No extensions are allowed. Matches must be completed on or before the round deadline. Losing player(s) must enter the winner(s) name(s).

15. Severe Weather policy
If the course becomes unplayable and is closed, competition is suspended until play can resume. If the course reopens and fewer than 60% have completed their round, the event is rearranged. Players who do not return when conditions allow are deemed to have completed their round.
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